


Introductions 
& Housekeeping



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SURVEY

› Optional anonymous survey

› Used by FHWA & NDDOT to ensure all 
demographics are served

› Leave completed surveys in box on sign-in 
table or send by mail



PUBLIC HEARING OBJECTIVES

› Review Proposed Project and 
Purpose & Need

› Describe the Preferred Alternative 
& Options:

» Roadway Section
» I-94 Interchange
» Fairfield
» ND-200/US Highway 85 Intersection
» Badlands
» Wildlife Crossings
» Long X Bridge
» Trail
» Roadway Section near Watford City

› Discuss impacts associated with 
the Preferred Alternative

› Describe Long X Bridge 
Replacement Project

› Gather input on the Project and 
Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS)

» Comments due June 25, 2018



Proposed Project and
Purpose & Need



PROPOSED PROJECT

› Expand US Highway 85 to four lanes 
with flexible design

› Rehabilitate or replace the historic 
Long X Bridge over the Little Missouri 
River

› EIS
» Lead agencies: FHWA & NDDOT
» Cooperating Agencies: NPS, USACE & 

USFS



PURPOSE & NEED
› Social Demands/ 

Economic Development
› System Linkage/ 

Connectivity
› Safety
› Capacity/Traffic Volumes
› Transportation 

Demand/Roadway 
Classification

› Slope Instability/Landslides
› Ecological Connectivity

Recreation

Agriculture

Population increase in 
western ND

Development and 
maintenance of oil & gas 
industry



Preferred Alternative & Options
Roadway Section

I-94 Interchange

Fairfield

ND-200/US Highway 85 Intersection

Badlands

Wildlife Crossings

Long X Bridge

Trail

Roadway Section near Watford City



Roadway Section



ALTERNATIVE B: FOUR-LANE DIVIDED HIGHWAY 
WITH DEPRESSED MEDIAN



I-94 Interchange



I-94 INTERCHANGE



I-94 INTERCHANGE



Fairfield



FAIRFIELD OPTION FF-1: URBANIZED, FOUR-LANE HIGHWAY 
ON EXISTING ALIGNMENT



ND-200/US Highway 85 Intersection



ND-200/US HIGHWAY 85 
INTERSECTION OPTION INT-2: 
MULTI-LANE ROUNDABOUT



Badlands



FOUR-LANE DIVIDED HIGHWAY WITH FLUSH, 
20-FOOT-WIDE MEDIAN



SCENIC OVERLOOKS



WILDLIFE CROSSING SYSTEM



WILDLIFE UNDERPASS SIMULATION (RP 122.5) 



WILDLIFE UNDERPASS EXAMPLES (RP 126.1)



WILDLIFE CROSSING SYSTEM
Wildlife Fencing with Jump-out



Long X Bridge



ExistingSimulation

LONG X BRIDGE OPTION LX-3: REMOVE & REPLACE EXISTING BRIDGE 
WITH NEW FOUR-LANE BRIDGE



SimulationExisting

LONG X BRIDGE OPTION LX-3: REMOVE & REPLACE EXISTING BRIDGE 
WITH NEW FOUR-LANE BRIDGE



FOUR-LANE DIVIDED HIGHWAY WITH FLUSH, 
12-FOOT-WIDE MEDIAN

ExistingSimulation



HORSESHOE BEND 
LANDSLIDE MITIGATION



Trail



TRAIL ALIGNMENT



TRAIL TYPICAL SECTION



Roadway Section Near Watford City



OFFSET FOUR-LANE DIVIDED HIGHWAY WITH FLUSH, 
20-FOOT-WIDE MEDIAN



Impacts



LAND USE

Alternative/Option
Permanent ROW 

Required – Private
(acres)

Permanent Easement Required – Federal
(acres) Total

(acres)
USFS NPS

Alternative B 761.1 73.6 9.4* 844.1

Option FF-1 20.6 — — 20.6

Option INT-1 2.6 — — 2.6

Option LX-3 9.4 1.7 — 11.1

TOTAL 793.7 75.3 9.4 878.4

*A new Highway Easement Deed would be issued for the same 9.4-acre area as the existing Deed, plus an additional 0.2 acres impacted by 
a recent, unrelated, landslide repair project (9.6-acre total).

Permanent ROW/Easement on Private and Federal Lands



SOCIAL

› Communities

› Emergency Services

› Recreation

› Construction



PUBLIC LANDS
USFS-MANAGED LANDS



PUBLIC LANDS
NPS-MANAGED LANDS



TRNP – NORTH UNIT
IMPACTS/COMMITMENTS 

› Noise
» Traffic Noise Analysis
» SPreAD Analysis
» Quiet Pavement Assessment 

› Visual 
» Visual Assessment

› Commitments
» Access would be maintained
» Regular construction activities – 8 am-10 

pm (central time)
» Pile driving activities – 8 am-7 pm (central 

time)
» Long-term lighting will be downcast and 

shielded
» Visual screening along the western- and 

northern- most sides of the Long X Bridge 
staging areas

» On USFS- and NPS-managed lands, 
construction equipment would be pressure 
washed and free of noxious weeds



VISUAL



VI
SU

AL



Cut Section Characterized by Stratified Geological Layers (Maah Daah Hey Trail Vantage Point)

Large Flattened Slope and Wildlife Fencing (Temporary Visitor Center Vantage Point)

VISUAL



WATER RESOURCES

Wetland Impacts (acres) Required Mitigation (acres)

Temporary Permanent USACE EO 11990*

23.64 27.73 12.97 6.56

*Reflects required mitigation not already accounted for in USACE-required mitigation column. 

Wetland Impacts

Temporary Impact (linear feet) Permanent Impact (linear feet)

South Branch 
of the Green 

River
Spring Creek Little Missouri 

River
Unnamed 
Tributary

South Branch 
of the Green 

River
Spring Creek Little Missouri 

River
Unnamed 
Tributary

48 242 685 2,639 271 182 85 —

Other Waters Impacts



Long X Bridge Pier Spacing 

WATER RESOURCES



UTILITIES

Utility Impact
(miles)

Oil/Gas Pipelines 2.7

Communication Lines 88.6

Power Lines 7.0

Water Pipelines 21.9

TOTAL 120.2

Utility Impacts



HISTORIC AND ARCHEOLOGICAL PRESERVATION

› Dolyniuk Homestead: No Adverse Effect, after mitigation

› Theodore Roosevelt National Park – North Unit Entry Sign: No 
Adverse Effect, after mitigation

› Long X Bridge: Adverse Effect



SECTION 4(F) 

› Use of land from publicly-owned 
parks, recreational areas, wildlife 
and waterfowl refuges or public 
and private historical sites

» No feasible and prudent avoidance 
alternative and includes
all possible planning to
minimize harm

» FHWA determines
de minimis impact

› Use
» Permanent
» Temporary
» Constructive 



SECTION 4(F) PROPERTIES THAT DID NOT 
MEET TEST OF 4(F)

› MA 3.65—Rangelands with Diverse Natural-
Appearing Landscapes

› MA 6.1—Rangeland with Broad Resource
Emphasis

› NDDOT’s existing easement with the USFS for
US Highway 85

› Privately owned
property
within the
administrative
boundary of TRNP

› NDDOT’s existing Highway Easement Deed 
with the NPS for US Highway 85

› Scenic Overlooks

› All archaeological sites Not Eligible for 
inclusion on the NRHP

› St. Demetrius Ukrainian Catholic Church 



SECTION 4(F) PROPERTIES IDENTIFIED, NO USE

› Summit Campground

› Maah Daah Hey Trail

› CCC Campground

› St. Boniface Cemetery

› St. Stanislaus Catholic
Cemetery

› St. Mary’s Cemetery

› Pre-historic CMS

› Gregory Homestead

› MA 1.31—Backcountry
Recreation Non-Motorized

› MA 3.51—
Bighorn Sheep
Habitat

› MA 1.2a—Suitable
for Wilderness



SECTION 4(F)

Section 4(f) Property Section 4(f) Use Section 4(f) Approval Option

NPS-managed Lands Temporary Occupancy—
0.5 acres Exception for Temporary Occupancy

TRNP – North Unit Entry Sign Relocation of Sign—
No Adverse Effect De minimis impact determination

Long X Bridge Permanent—
Adverse Effect

Nationwide Section 4(f) Programmatic
Evaluation for Historic Bridges

Dolyniuk Homestead Permanent—
No Adverse Effect De minimis impact determination

Section 4(f) Uses and Approval Options



LONG X BRIDGE

Option LX-1: Scope of Rehabilitation

Raising the Portals



LONG X BRIDGE

Skagit River Bridge failure caused by collisionLong X Bridge collision



LONG X BRIDGE

› One or more segments available for
adoption until June 14, 2018

› NDDOT will fund disassembly of and
transport one segment up to 100 miles

› Preference given to public entities, must
maintain bridge



Schedule & Next Steps 



ESTIMATED PROJECT COST

Project Component Cost

Alternative B $419 million

Option FF-1 $12 million

Option INT-2 $4 million

Option LX-3 $36 million

Trail $1 million

Wildlife Crossing System $7 million

Total $479 million



ANTICIPATED CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE



LONG X BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT



NEXT STEPS



Gather Input & Questions 



COMMENTS

› Send comments by June 25, 2018:

› Mail:
Matt Linneman, Project Manager
NDDOT
300 Airport Road
Bismarck ND, 58507-6005

› Email: DOTUS85@nd.gov

› Project website:
https://www.dot.nd.gov/projects/
williston/US85I94/

mailto:DOTUS85@nd.gov
https://www.dot.nd.gov/projects/williston/US85I94/


QUESTIONS & COMMENTS

› Speaker Guidelines
» State name
» Describe issue or ask question
» Be concise
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