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Public Participation Survey

› Optional anonymous survey

› Used by FHWA & NDDOT to 
ensure all demographics are 
served

› Can leave completed surveys in 
box on sign-in table

› Can be placed in mail



Meeting Objectives

› Receive input on all the proposed alternatives and concepts

› Review Purpose & Need

› Describe the proposed project & current status

› Discuss the Alternatives Methodology & Screening process 

› Describe the proposed alternatives:
• Roadway
• Major intersections
• Fairfield Bypass 
• Badlands
• Long X Bridge 

› Describe the trail and preliminary wildlife 
crossings/accommodations concepts



Describe the Proposed ProjectDescribe the Proposed ProjectDescribe the Proposed ProjectDescribe the Proposed Project



Description of the 
Proposed Project

› Expand US Highway 85 to four 
lanes (with flexible design 
options to avoid or minimize 
impacts)

› Rehabilitate or replace the 
historic Long X Bridge over the 
Little Missouri River

› EIS
• Lead agencies: FHWA & NDDOT

• Cooperating Agencies: NPS, USACE, 
USFS



Recap of Public Scoping Recap of Public Scoping Recap of Public Scoping Recap of Public Scoping 
MeetingsMeetingsMeetingsMeetings
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Major Themes from Scoping 
Meetings

83

57

52

51

47

43

35

33

29

29

27

25

24

19

Safety

Alternatives

Traffic Volumes/Operations

Wildlife Corridor/Crossing

TRNP/LMNG

Long X Bridge

General Project Question/Statement

Wildlife

Right-of-way

Water & Wetland Resources

Noise

Economy

Agency Coordination

Regional Transportation Network

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

COMMENTS

Agency Scoping Meeting
42 commenters provided 170 comments

Public Scoping Meetings
86 commenters provided 333 comments



Social Demands/
Economic Development

Development and 
maintenance of 
oil & gas industry

Population 
increase in 
western ND

Agriculture Recreation
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System Linkage/Connectivity

Existing 4-Lane Infrastructure



Safety



Capacity/
Traffic Volumes



Transportation Demand/
Roadway Classification

› Part of the National Highway System

› Classified as a Interregional System 
• High degree of mobility and reliability 

to support economic development

› High Priority Corridor & 
Ports to Plains Alliance

• Theodore Roosevelt Expressway



Slope Instability/Landslides

Jersey barrier along roadway in landslide area



Ecological Connectivity



Purpose of the Proposed Project

› Address social demands created by the rise in traffic volumes and 
facilitate economic development within the region

› Accommodate a mix of industrial, agricultural and passenger 
traffic (and oversized loads) and ample passing opportunities 

› Improve system linkage within the region and the state

› Improve safety

› Provide highway capacity to accommodate current and future 
traffic volumes

› Satisfy transportation demands with the US Highway 85 corridor

› Improve roadway reliability by addressing height and width 
restrictions with the Long X Bridge; addressing slope 
stability/landslide issues

› Reduce the potential for wildlife/vehicle-related crashes and 
minimize habitat fragmentation 



Status of Proposed Project Status of Proposed Project Status of Proposed Project Status of Proposed Project 



Status of Project

Aerial targets/aerial mapping

Geotechnical 

investigations

Wetland 

delineations

Cultural resourcesNorthern long-eared 

bat monitoring

Noise monitoring



Alternatives Methodology & Alternatives Methodology & Alternatives Methodology & Alternatives Methodology & 
ScreeningScreeningScreeningScreening



Alternatives Methodology & 
Screening

› Developed to document process of identifying, evaluating 
and advancing reasonable alternatives for further analysis

› Three-phase screening process: 
• Phase I – Develop Full Range of Reasonable Alternatives

• Phase II – Desktop Review of Reasonable Alternatives

• Phase III – Engineering & Environmental Impact Analyses of 
Reasonable Alternatives





Alternatives & ConceptsAlternatives & ConceptsAlternatives & ConceptsAlternatives & Concepts

Roadway Sections

Major Intersections

Fairfield

Badlands

Long X Bridge

Trail

Wildlife Crossings/Accommodations





Existing Typical Section



Four-Lane Divided –
Flush Median



Four-Lane Divided –
Depressed Median



Constraints

› Developed properties
• Residents

• Farmsteads

• Businesses

• Industries

› Utilities

› Cultural resources

› Wetlands

› USFS Management Areas

› Section 4(f) Properties

› TRNP

› Threatened, 
endangered, proposed, 
candidate & sensitive 
species



Roadway Maps





I-94 Interchange Geometry



US Highway 85/
ND Highway 200 Intersection

Standard Intersection





Alternatives on Existing Alignment

Four-lane divided flush median

Four-lane urban section



Bypass





Four-Lane Divided – Flush Median 

› Varies 4–20’



Badlands Simulation

Existing Simulation





Constraints

› Farmstead

› Slope Stability

› Utilities



Increase Vertical Clearance & Construct 
New Two-Lane Bridge Adjacent 



Increase Vertical Clearance & Construct 
New Two-Lane Bridge Adjacent 



Retain Existing Bridge for Alternative Use 
& Construct Four-Lane Bridge Adjacent



Remove & Replace Existing Bridge 
with New Four-Lane Bridge





Trail Concepts



Trail Typical Section





Wildlife Crossing/Accommodation 
Examples



Wildlife Data & Potential Crossings



Process & Next Steps Process & Next Steps Process & Next Steps Process & Next Steps 



Estimated Project Cost

Segment Range of Estimated Costs (in millions)

Long X Bridge $50 - $60 M

Long X Bridge to Watford City Bypass $140 M - $170 M

ND 200 to Long X Bridge $290 M - $350 M

I-94 to ND 200 $350 M - $420 M

Total $830 M - $1,000 M



Next Steps

Notice of 
Intent

October 6, 
2015

Invitations to 
Cooperating

& 
Participating 

Agencies

October 26, 
2015

Agency 
Scoping 
Meeting

November 9, 
2015

Public 
Scoping 

Meetings

November 9 
& 10, 2015

Alternatives 
Method./
Range of 

Alternatives

November 
2015 to July 

2016

Alternatives 
Public 

Workshop

July 25 & 26, 
2016

Draft Env. 
Impact 

Statement

Spring 2017 
to Early 
Summer 

2017

Public 
Hearings

Spring 2017 
to Early 
Summer 

2017

Final Env. 
Impact 

Statement/
Record of 
Decision

Fall 2017



Receive Input & Questions Receive Input & Questions Receive Input & Questions Receive Input & Questions 



Comments

› Send or email 
comments by August 
26, 2016 to:

Matt Linneman, Program 
Manager

Email: mlinneman@nd.gov

› Visit the website for 
more information and 
to submit comments

• www.nddotwilliston.co
m/85-project-watford-
city-i94/


