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60434 Federal Register / Vol. 80, No. 193 / Tuesday, October 6, 2015 / Notices 

the online instructions for sending your 
comments electronically. 

• Mail: Send comments to Docket 
Operations, M–30; U.S. Department of 
Transportation (DOT), 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue SE., Room W12–140, West 
Building Ground Floor, Washington, DC 
20590–0001. 

• Hand Delivery or Courier: Take 
comments to Docket Operations in 
Room W12–140 of the West Building 
Ground Floor at 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue SE., Washington, DC, between 9 
a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, except Federal holidays. 

• Fax: Fax comments to Docket 
Operations at 202–493–2251. 

Privacy: In accordance with 5 U.S.C. 
553(c), DOT solicits comments from the 
public to better inform its rulemaking 
process. DOT posts these comments, 
without edit, including any personal 
information the commenter provides, to 
http://www.regulations.gov, as 
described in the system of records 
notice (DOT/ALL–14 FDMS), which can 
be reviewed at http://www.dot.gov/ 
privacy. 

Docket: Background documents or 
comments received may be read at 
http://www.regulations.gov at any time. 
Follow the online instructions for 
accessing the docket or go to the Docket 
Operations in Room W12–140 of the 
West Building Ground Floor at 1200 
New Jersey Avenue SE., Washington, 
DC, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except Federal holidays. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jake 
Troutman (202) 267–9521, Office of 
Rulemaking, Federal Aviation 
Administration, 800 Independence 
Avenue SW., Washington, DC 20591. 

This notice is published pursuant to 
14 CFR 11.85. 

Issued in Washington, DC, on July 17, 
2015. 
Lirio Liu, 
Director, Office of Rulemaking. 

Petition for Exemption 
Docket No.: FAA–2014–0352. 
Petitioner: Astraeus Aerial. 
Section(s) of 14 CFR Affected: Part 21, 

45.23(b), 61.113(a) and (b), 91.7(a), 
91.9(b)(2), 91.103, 91.109, 91.119, 
91.121, 91.151(a), 91.203(a) and (b), 
91.405(a), 407(a)(1), 409(a)(2), and 
417(a) and (b). 

Description of Relief Sought: Astraeus 
Aerial seeks to amend its original 
exemption by adding a dual operator 
system to its operation. In a dual 
operator system, the pilot in command 
(PIC) operates the aircraft from an 
outdoor location and maintains constant 
visual line of sight with the aircraft 
throughout the flight, while a second 

operator, with permission from the PIC, 
operates the aircraft using an array of 
video displays during certain phases of 
the flight. During these phases, the PIC 
can resume immediate command and 
control of the aircraft if necessary. 
[FR Doc. 2015–25363 Filed 10–5–15; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Highway Administration 

Environmental Impact Statement: 
Stark, Billings, and McKenzie 
Counties, North Dakota 

AGENCY: Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), North Dakota 
Department of Transportation (NDDOT), 
DOT. 
ACTION: Notice of Intent. 

SUMMARY: The FHWA is issuing this 
notice to advise the public of its intent 
to prepare an environmental impact 
statement, in cooperation with the 
NDDOT, for a proposed highway project 
in Stark, Billings, and McKenzie 
Counties, North Dakota. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Sheri G. Lares, Environment Program 
Manager and Planning Specialist, 
Federal Highway Administration, North 
Dakota Division Office, 4503 Coleman 
Street, Suite 205, Bismarck, North 
Dakota 58503, Telephone: (701) 221– 
9464. Matt Linneman, Program 
Manager, Environmental and 
Transportation Services, North Dakota 
Department of Transportation, 608 E. 
Boulevard Avenue, Bismarck, North 
Dakota 58505–0700, Telephone: (701) 
328–2640. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
FHWA, in cooperation with the North 
Dakota Department of Transportation, 
will prepare an environmental impact 
statement (EIS) on a proposal to expand 
U.S. Highway 85, approximately 62 
miles, from I–94 Interchange to the 
Watford City Bypass (McKenzie County 
Road 30), North Dakota, and rehabilitate 
or replace the historic Long X Bridge 
over the Little Missouri River. 

Preliminary alternatives currently 
under consideration are the no build 
and the build alternatives, which are 
divided between roadway and bridge 
alternatives. The preliminary roadway 
alternative is to expand U.S. Highway 
85 to a four lane highway with flexible 
design options to avoid or minimize 
impacts. 

Preliminary bridge alternatives 
currently under consideration include 
the following: (1) Rehabilitate the Long 
X Bridge (2) rehabilitate the Long X 

Bridge and construct a new two-lane 
structure adjacent to the existing Long X 
Bridge (3) retain the Long X Bridge for 
an alternative use, and construct a new 
four-lane structure adjacent to the 
existing Long X Bridge (4) construct a 
new four-lane structure and remove the 
Long X Bridge. All rehabilitation or 
retention alternatives would consider 
preserving the historic integrity of the 
Long X Bridge. 

A Coordination Plan is being prepared 
to define the agencies and public 
participation plan for the environmental 
review process. The plan will outline 
how agencies and the public will 
provide input during the scoping 
process, the development of the purpose 
and need, and alternatives development. 

Letters describing the proposed action 
and soliciting comments will be sent to 
appropriate Federal, State, regional and 
local agencies, and to private 
organizations and citizens who 
previously have expressed, or are 
known to have, an interest in this 
project. Two public scoping meetings 
will be held in Belfield and Watford 
City, North Dakota. The public scoping 
meetings for the proposed project will 
be advertised in local newspapers and 
other media and will be hosted by the 
North Dakota Department of 
Transportation in the fall of 2015. 

To ensure that the full range of issues 
related to this proposed action are 
addressed and all significant issues 
identified, comments and suggestions 
are invited from all interested parties. 
Comments or questions concerning this 
proposed action and the EIS should be 
directed to the FHWA at the address 
provided above. 

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program Number 20.205, Highway Research, 
Planning, and Construction. The regulations 
implementing Executive Order 12372 
regarding intergovernmental consultation on 
Federal programs and activities apply to this 
program.) 

Issued on: September 30, 2015. 
Sheri G. Lares, 
Environmental Program Manager and 
Planning Specialist, Federal Highway 
Administration, North Dakota Division Office. 
[FR Doc. 2015–25405 Filed 10–5–15; 8:45 am] 
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B.1. Natural Resources Conservation 
Service CPA-106 Form

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Natural Resources Conservation Service

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING 
FOR CORRIDOR TYPE PROJECTS

NRCS-CPA-106
(Rev. 1-91)

PART I (To be completed by Federal Agency) 3. Date of Land Evaluation Request  8/7/17
4.

Sheet 1 of   1
1. Name of Project   US Highway 85 Expansion 5. Federal Agency Involved

Federal Highway Administration
2. Type of Project Roadway Widening 6. County and State  Stark, Billings, McKenzie Counties, ND
PART II (To be completed by NRCS) 1. Date Request Received by NRCS

8/15/17
2.  Person Completing Form

Steven Sieler
3. Does the corridor contain prime, unique statewide or local important farmland?

YES X NO
(If no, the FPPA does not apply - Do not complete additional parts of this form).

4.  Acres Irrigated
NA

Average Farm Size
NA

5.  Major Crop(s)
Barley, Canola, Oats, Wheat, Sugar Beets

6.  Farmable Land in Government Jurisdiction

Acres:  Multiple Counties % NA

7.  Amount of Farmland As Defined in FPPA

Acres: Multiple Counties % NA
8.  Name Of Land Evaluation System Used                                    
                                LESA

9.  Name of Local Site Assessment System                             
                          LESA

10.  Date Land Evaluation Returned by NRCS      
                     08/23/2017

PART III (To be completed by Federal Agency) Alternative Corridor For Segment
Alt B

A.  Total Acres To Be Converted Directly 981
B.  Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly, Or To Receive Services 0
C.  Total Acres In Corridor 981 0 0
PART IV (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information

A. Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland 3
B. Total Acres Statewide And Local Important Farmland 207
C.  Percentage Of Farmland in County Or Local Govt. Unit To Be Converted 0
D. Percentage Of Farmland in Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value 42
PART V (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information Criterion Relative 
value of Farmland to Be Serviced or Converted (Scale of 0 - 100 Points)

16

PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency) Corridor 
AssessmentCriteria(Thesecriteriaareexplainedin7CFR658.5(c))

Maximum 
Points

1.  Area in Nonurban Use 15 15
2.  Perimeter in Nonurban Use 10 10
3.  Percent Of Corridor Being Farmed 20 6
4. Protection Provided By State And Local Government 20 20
5. Size of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average 10 10
6. Creation Of Nonfarmable Farmland 25 0
7. Availablility Of Farm Support Services 5 3
8.  On-Farm Investments 20 10
9. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services 25 0

10. Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use 10 3
TOTAL CORRIDOR ASSESSMENT POINTS 160 77 0 0

PART VII (To be completed by Federal Agency)

Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100 16

Total Corridor Assessment (From Part VI above or a local site 
assessment) 160 77 0 0

TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260 93 0 0
1. Corridor Selected:

Alt B

2. Total Acres of Farmlands to be
Converted by Project:

210 acres

2. Date Of Selection:

            9/11/2017

4. Was A Local Site Assessment Used?

YES NO 

5. Reason For Selection:
The selected corridor was the preferred alternative for the project. This alternative best met the purpose and need of the 
project. 

9/11/2017

NOTE: Complete a form for each segment with more than one Alternate Corridor
Signature of Person Completing this Part: DATE

Clear Form
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B.2. Letter with Specialist Concurrence 
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B.3. Programmatic Biological Assessment 
Project Approval Form

 
 

Programma�c Biological Assessment Project Approval Form 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
The project submittal package (on-file at the NDDOT) has been reviewed for content and it has been determined that the scope of 
work activities associated with this project fit within the activities and sub-activities described in the deconstruction matrix of the 
programmatic biological assessment (PBA). The potential effects to listed resources that may occur from this project fit within the 
effects analysis within the PBA, fieldwork has been conducted (if required), and appropriate conservation measures have been 
selected. The conservation measures identified in this project submittal package must be included in the plan sheets as either en-
vironmental notes or special provisions. Should changes to the scope of work for this project occur, the additional work items will 
need to be reviewed for potential effects to listed species and critical habitat that may occur near or within the project area and 
the project submittal package will need to be revaluated. Provided no changes occur to this project, Section 7 Endangered Species 
Act requirements have been met under the PBA and programmatic concurrence from the USFWS. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
NDDOT Biologist  
 

Project Number / PCN:   

Species / Cri�cal Habitat No Effect  NLTAA NLTAA/LAA* Conserva�on Measures 

Interior Least Tern    N/A  

Whooping Crane   N/A  

Black-Footed Ferret   N/A  

Pallid Sturgeon   N/A  

Gray Wolf   N/A  

Poweshiek Skipperling   N/A  

Piping Plover   N/A  

Western Prairie Fringed Orchid   N/A  

Dakota Skipper   N/A  

Rufa Red Knot   N/A  

Northern Long-Eared Bat     

Piping Plover Cri�cal Habitat   N/A  

Dakota Skipper Cri�cal Habitat   N/A  

Poweshiek Skipperling Cri�cal Habitat   N/A  

Summary of Effect Determina�ons  

NLTAA—May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect 
LAA– May Affect, Likely to Adversely Affect 
*Covered Under 4(d) Rule Streamlined Consulta�on– Note– The 4(d) form must be sent to USFWS.  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 9-085(085)075/PCN20046

CM1
CM1, CM4

CM1
CM1
CM1
NA

CM1
NA

CM1, CM7

CM1
CM1

CM1
CM1

NA

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Greg 
Schonert

Digitally signed by Greg Schonert 
DN: cn=Greg Schonert, o=NDDOT, ou=ETS, 
email=gschonert@nd.gov, c=US 
Date: 2017.07.27 15:56:42 -05'00'
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B.4. Northern Long-eared Bat 4(d) Rule 
Streamline Consultation Form

Northern Long-Eared Bat 4(d) Rule Streamlined Consultation Form

Federal agencies should use this form for the optional streamlined consultation framework for the northern long-
eared bat (NLEB). This framework allows federal agencies to rely upon the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
(USFWS) January 5, 2016, intra-Service Programmatic Biological Opinion (BO) on the final 4(d) rule for the 
NLEB for section 7(a)(2) compliance by: (1) notifying the USFWS that an action agency will use the streamlined 
framework; (2) describing the project with sufficient detail to support the required determination; and (3) enabling
the USFWS to track effects and determine if re-initiation of consultation is required per 50 CFR 402.16.

This form is not necessary if an agency determines that a proposed action will have no effect to the NLEB or if 
the USFWS has concurred in writing with an agency's determination that a proposed action may affect, but is not 
likely to adversely affect the NLEB (i.e., the standard informal consultation process). Actions that may cause 
prohibited incidental take require separate formal consultation. Providing this information does not address 
section 7(a)(2) compliance for any other listed species.

Information to Determine 4(d) Rule Compliance: YES NO
1. Does the project occur wholly outside of the WNS Zone1?
2. Have you contacted the appropriate agency2 to determine if your project is near 

known hibernacula or maternity roost trees?
3. Could the project disturb hibernating NLEBs in a known hibernaculum? 
4. Could the project alter the entrance or interior environment of a known 

hibernaculum? 
5. Does the project remove any trees within 0.25 miles of a known hibernaculum at 

any time of year?
6. Would the project cut or destroy known occupied maternity roost trees, or any 

other trees within a 150-foot radius from the maternity roost tree from June 1 
through July 31.  

You are eligible to use this form if you have answered yes to question #1 or yes to question #2 and no to 
questions 3, 4, 5 and 6. The remainder of the form will be used by the USFWS to track our assumptions in the 
BO.

Agency and Applicant3

Agency Applicant

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) North Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT)

4503 Coleman Street #205 608 East Boulevard Avenue

Bismarck, North Dakota 58503 Bismarck, North Dakota 58505

701 250 4204 701 328 2725

Project Name: I-94 Interchange to Watford City Bypass (McKenzie County Road 30)

Project Location (include coordinates if known): The US Highway 85 Widening Project encompasses 
approximately 62 miles of roadway in western North Dakota. The project begins at the US Interstate 94 

                                                           
1 http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/pdf/WNSZone.pdf 
2 See http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/nhisites.html 
3 If applicable - only needed for federal actions with applicants (e.g., for a permit, etc.) who are party to the consultation. 
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interchange (Reference Point [RP] 75.7) and extends north to the Watford City Bypass (McKenzie 
County Road 30 [RP 139.5]).

Basic Project Description (provide narrative below or attach additional information): Please see 
attached Project Description Document for a project description narrative. In addition, please see 
narrative below for a summary of the NLEB acoustic survey completed for the proposed project. 

Northern Long-Eared Bat Acoustic Survey
NDDOT and FHWA elected to conduct voluntary NLEB presence/probable absence acoustic surveys 
within and adjacent to the project corridor due to the nature, location, and scope of work associated with 
the proposed project. Surveys were conducted by qualified acoustic surveyors and followed the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 2015 Range-wide Indiana Bat Summer Survey Guidelines (USFWS
2015). The results of these surveys indicate that the NLEB is present within the project corridor. A total 
of 11 call sequences were classified as NLEB using a combination of automatic ID software programs 
and manual classification by a professional.

Due to the nature of the project, conservation measures including timing restrictions for tree and 
building removals, and structure work (i.e., bridge/box culverts) in naturally wooded areas, may not be 
adhered to. When possible, and in sensitive areas (e.g., badlands area where positive acoustic NLEB
calls were identified and on USFS-owned lands), timing restrictions (i.e., no removals between April 1 
to September 30) for tree removals would be adhered to.

General Project Information YES NO
Does the project occur within 0.25 miles of a known hibernaculum?
Does the project occur within 150 feet of a known maternity roost tree?
Does the project include forest conversion4? (if yes, report acreage below)

Estimated total acres of forest conversion 57.8
If known, estimated acres5 of forest conversion from April 1 to October 31 Unknown
If known, estimated acres of forest conversion from June 1 to July 316 Unknown

Does the project include timber harvest? (if yes, report acreage below)
Estimated total acres of timber harvest NA
If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from April 1 to October 31 NA
If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from June 1 to July 31 NA

Does the project include prescribed fire? (if yes, report acreage below)
Estimated total acres of prescribed fire NA
If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from April 1 to October 31 NA
If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from June 1 to July 31 NA

Does the project install new wind turbines? (if yes, report capacity in MW below)
Estimated wind capacity (MW) NA

                                                           
4 Any activity that temporarily or permanently removes suitable forested habitat, including, but not limited to, tree removal 
from development, energy production and transmission, mining, agriculture, etc. (see page 48 of the BO).
5 If the project removes less than 10 trees and the acreage is unknown, report the acreage as less than 0.1 acre.
6 If the activity includes tree clearing in June and July, also include those acreage in April to October.
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Agency Determination:

By signing this form, the action agency determines that this project may affect the NLEB, but that any 
resulting incidental take of the NLEB is not prohibited by the final 4(d) rule.

If the USFWS does not respond within 30 days from submittal of this form, the action agency may
presume that its determination is informed by the best available information and that its project 
responsibilities under 7(a)(2) with respect to the NLEB are fulfilled through the USFWS January 5, 
2016, Programmatic BO. The action agency will update this determination annually for multi-year 
activities.

The action agency understands that the USFWS presumes that all activities are implemented as 
described herein. The action agency will promptly report any departures from the described activities to 
the appropriate USFWS Field Office. The action agency will provide the appropriate USFWS Field 
Office with the results of any surveys conducted for the NLEB. Involved parties will promptly notify the 
appropriate USFWS Field Office upon finding a dead, injured, or sick NLEB.

Signature: ________________________________________ Date Submitted: ________________2017-10-17
KEVIN L BRODIE

Digitally signed by KEVIN L BRODIE 
DN: c=US, o=U.S. Government, 
ou=FHWA FHWABismarkND, ou=DOT 
FHWABismarkND, cn=KEVIN L BRODIE 
Date: 2017.10.17 08:14:05 -05'00'
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Additional Information for Northern Long-Eared Bat 4(d) Rule Streamlined 
Consultation Form

I-94 Interchange to Watford City Bypass (McKenzie County Road 30)
Project Number 9-085(085)075; PCN 20046

 
PROJECT SUBMITTAL PACKAGE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

1. Permanent ROW/Easement on Private and Federal Lands 
 

 
 

2. Project Description
 
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and the North Dakota Department of Transportation 
(NDDOT), as joint lead agencies, have initiated an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for a proposal to 
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widen approximately 62 miles of United States (US) Highway 85, from the Interstate 94 (I-94) Interchange 
to the Watford City Bypass (McKenzie County Road 30).  

Two primary build alternative have been carried forward for analysis. These two alternatives are as follows: 

 Alternative B: Divided, four-lane highway with a depressed center median 

 Alternative C: Divided, four-lane highway with a flush center median 

In addition to these two primary build alternatives, options have been developed at key locations along the 
project corridor where additional design considerations are needed. These locations include Fairfield, US 
Highway 85/ND Highway 200 (ND-200) intersection, and Long X Bridge. The two build alternatives carried 
forward for analysis represent what would be the typical section for the majority of the 62-mile project 
corridor. Two locations where this typical section would vary include the 7-mile stretch of roadway 
occurring through the badlands and the northernmost two miles near Watford City. 

Alternative B would expand the highway to a four-lane section with a depressed center median. Design 
would include:  

 Roadway would have a design speed, as well as a posted speed limit of 70 miles per hour (mph) 

 Roadway section would consist of two 12-foot-wide driving lanes in each direction 

 Outside paved shoulders would be a minimum of 8 feet wide 

 Inside paved shoulders (i.e., left side of an individual roadway) would be 4 feet wide 

 Depressed median width would be 52 feet wide (shoulder to shoulder) 

 Total width of the roadway from outside shoulder to outside shoulder would be 124 feet 

Under Alternative B, the existing highway would be utilized to the extent practicable to carry two lanes of 
one-way directional traffic and a new two-lane highway would be constructed adjacent. A roadway 
constraints assessment was completed to determine which side of the existing roadway would be the most 
optimal for expansion based on a number of criteria. The goal of this assessment was to avoid impacts on 
existing resources (e.g., home, buildings, large utilities, cultural resources) while minimizing the number of 
crossovers (i.e., transitions from expanding on one side of the existing roadway to expanding on the other). 

 

Alternative C would expand the highway to a divided, four-lane with a flush center median. Design would 
include:  

 Roadway would have a design speed, as well as a posted speed limit of 65 mph 
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 Roadway section would consist of two 12-foot-wide driving lanes in each direction 

 Outside paved shoulders would be a minimum of 8 feet wide 

 Opposing directions of traffic would be separated by a paved, 20-foot-wide, flush median 

 Depressed median width would be 84 feet wide (shoulder to shoulder) 

As an additional safety measure, rumble strips would be installed within non-turning lane segments of the 
flush center median to discourage drivers from using the center median as a passing lane. Widening 
associated with Alternative C would occur equally to both sides of the existing roadway. 

 

Fairfield  
Four roadway options for Fairfield are being considered. These options are as follows: 

 Option FF-1: Four-lane Urban 

 Option FF-2: West Bypass; 0.4 miles west of Fairfield 

 Option FF-3: East Bypass 1; 0.3 miles east of Fairfield 

 Option FF-4: East Bypass 2; 0.5 miles east of Fairfield 

Option FF-1 is the only on-alignment option considered for through Fairfield. Option FF-1 would include 
constructing an urbanized, four-lane section with reduced speeds through Fairfield.  

Three Fairfield bypass options are being considered. These bypass options would route US Highway 85 
around the community of Fairfield on a newly constructed alignment. They typical section of the bypass 
options would match the typical section of the selected roadway alternative (i.e., Alternative B or 
Alternative C). The design speed of all three bypass options would match the design speed of the selected 
roadway alternative.  
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Badlands 
Through the badlands segment of the project corridor, the roadway footprint has been reduced to the 
maximum extent practicable to minimize environmental and social impacts, as well as minimize impacts to 
Theodore Roosevelt National Park (TRNP) North Unit. Flexible design options such as retaining walls and 
varying median and shoulder widths have been incorporated. 

The typical roadway section for the Badlands segment south of the Little Missouri River would consist of 
two 12-foot-wide driving lanes in each direction, 8-foot-wide shoulders, a 20-foot-wide flush center 
median, and a posted speed limit of 65 mph. The roadway configuration near the Little Missouri River would 
vary depending upon the selected bridge option, but would maintain the 12-foot driving lane width and 60 
mph posted speed limit. North of the Little Missouri River, near the entrance to the TRNP – North Unit, the 
center median width would be reduced to 12 feet, along with the posted speed limit of 60 mph. This 12-
foot-wide median would be maintained to approximately RP 130 at the north end of the Badlands before 
transitioning back to the selected roadway alternative typical section.  

Long X Bridge 
Three bridge rehabilitation/replacement options are under consideration for the Long X Bridge: 

 Option LX-1: New Two-lane Bridge, Rehabilitate Existing Long X Bridge 

 Option LX-2: New Four-lane Bridge, Retain Existing Long X Bridge for Alternate Use 

 Option LX-3: New Four-lane Bridge; Remove Existing Long X Bridge 

Option LX-1 would rehabilitate the existing Long X Bridge to increase the vertical clearance. To do so, the 
horizontal braces spanning between the trusses would be raised, replacement of the v-shaped diagonal 
braces connecting the portals to the top chords of the trusses, deck replacement, installation of shear studs 
on stringers, and replacement of a new traffic barrier to meet standards. The substructure expansion joints 
would be replaced and substructure concrete cracks and spalls would be repaired as needed. 
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The new two-lane bridge that would be constructed under option LX-1 would be east of the existing Long 
X Bridge and design would be as follows:  

 Six span structure approximately 950 feet long by 53 feet wide 

 Bridge superstructure would consist of either steel plate girders or prestressed concrete I-girders 

 Superstructure would be supported by concrete substructures, supported by deep foundation 
(e.g., piling) 

 Bridge would match the grade/deck elevation of the existing Long X Bridge 

 Deck would be cast-in-place concrete and provide: 

o Two 12-foot-wide driving lanes 

o 8-foot-wide outside shoulders 

o 1-foot-wide exterior traffic barriers 

Option LX-2 would reuse the existing Long X Bridge for an alternate use and construct a new four-lane 
bridge to the east of the existing Long X Bridge. Alternate use of the Long X Bridge would likely involve use 
of the bridge as a pedestrian facility and would have bridge railing installed. The new four lane bridge would 
be as follows:  

 Six span structure approximately 950 feet long by 85 feet wide 

 Bridge superstructure would consist of either steel plate girders or prestressed concrete I-girders 

 Superstructure would be supported by concrete substructures, supported by deep foundation 
(e.g., piling) 

 Bridge would match the grade/deck elevation of the existing Long X Bridge 

 Deck would be cast-in-place concrete and provide: 

o Four 12-foot-wide driving lanes 

o 10-foot-wide outside shoulders 

o 6-foot-wide inside shoulders 

o 1-foot-wide exterior traffic barriers and 2-foot, 6-inch-wide median traffic barrier 

Option LX-3 would demolish the Long X Bridge and construct a new four lane bridge to the east. The new 
four lane bridge would be as follows:  

 Six span structure approximately 950 feet long by 96 feet wide 

 Bridge superstructure would consist of either steel plate girders or prestressed concrete I-girders 
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 Superstructure would be supported by concrete substructures, supported by deep foundation 
(e.g., piling) 

 Bridge would match the grade/deck elevation of the existing Long X Bridge 

 Deck would be cast-in-place concrete and provide: 

o Four 12-foot-wide driving lanes 

o 10-foot-wide outside shoulders 

o 6-foot-wide inside shoulders 

o 1-foot-wide exterior traffic barriers and 2-foot, 6-inch-wide median traffic barrier 

Wildlife Crossings  
To address concerns associated with the loss of wildlife mobility and habitat connectivity, along with safety 
and economic losses due to wildlife-vehicle collisions, a total of three wildlife crossings and associated 
fencing have incorporated into the project. A description of these crossings and fencing is as follows:  

 Wildlife crossing underpass at RP 122.532 – This crossing, located within the Badlands, would 
consist of a concrete box culvert 10 feet high by 20 feet wide and would be approximately 136 feet 
long.  

 Long X Bridge at RP 126.562 – The banks below the existing bridge provide relatively flat benches 
approximately 80 feet wide on each bank, and the bridge provides approximately 30 feet and 19 
feet of clearance over the benches on the south and north banks respectively. New bridges 
constructed as part LX-1, LX-2 or LX-3 would be designed to maintain the bench width and would 
provide approximately 4 feet less vertical clearance due to the need to match the roadway surface 
profile of the existing bridge. 

 Wildlife crossing overpass at RP 128.460 – This crossing is intended for bighorn sheep and would 
consist of a three-span bridge over US Highway 85. The bridge would be approximately 268 feet 
long and approximately 130 feet wide.  

 Wildlife fencing, jump-outs, and wildlife guards, RP 120.9 to 130.1 - Wildlife exclusion fencing, 
jump-outs, and wildlife guards would be constructed to facilitate use of the wildlife crossings and 
to allow wildlife trapped on the roadway-side of the exclusion fencing to escape. 
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B.5. North Dakota Department of 
Transportation Letters to the State Historic 

Preservation Office
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B.6. State Historic Preservation Office 
Concurrence and Other Correspondence

NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION



Final Environmental Impact Statement & Record of Decision 
February 2019

I-94 Interchange to Watford City Bypass (McKenzie County Road 30)
Project 9-085(085)075 PCN 20046  Stark, Billings and McKenzie Counties, North Dakota U.S. HIGHWAY 85

PAGE

B-54
 NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION



Final Environmental Impact Statement & Record of Decision 
February 2019

I-94 Interchange to Watford City Bypass (McKenzie County Road 30)
Project 9-085(085)075 PCN 20046  Stark, Billings and McKenzie Counties, North DakotaU.S. HIGHWAY 85

PA
GE

B-55
 NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION



Final Environmental Impact Statement & Record of Decision 
February 2019

I-94 Interchange to Watford City Bypass (McKenzie County Road 30)
Project 9-085(085)075 PCN 20046  Stark, Billings and McKenzie Counties, North Dakota U.S. HIGHWAY 85

PAGE

B-56
 NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION



Final Environmental Impact Statement & Record of Decision 
February 2019

I-94 Interchange to Watford City Bypass (McKenzie County Road 30)
Project 9-085(085)075 PCN 20046  Stark, Billings and McKenzie Counties, North DakotaU.S. HIGHWAY 85

PA
GE

B-57
 NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION



Final Environmental Impact Statement & Record of Decision 
February 2019

I-94 Interchange to Watford City Bypass (McKenzie County Road 30)
Project 9-085(085)075 PCN 20046  Stark, Billings and McKenzie Counties, North Dakota U.S. HIGHWAY 85

PAGE

B-58
 NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION



Final Environmental Impact Statement & Record of Decision 
February 2019

I-94 Interchange to Watford City Bypass (McKenzie County Road 30)
Project 9-085(085)075 PCN 20046  Stark, Billings and McKenzie Counties, North DakotaU.S. HIGHWAY 85

PA
GE

B-59
 NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION



Final Environmental Impact Statement & Record of Decision 
February 2019

I-94 Interchange to Watford City Bypass (McKenzie County Road 30)
Project 9-085(085)075 PCN 20046  Stark, Billings and McKenzie Counties, North Dakota U.S. HIGHWAY 85

PAGE

B-60
 NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION



Final Environmental Impact Statement & Record of Decision 
February 2019

I-94 Interchange to Watford City Bypass (McKenzie County Road 30)
Project 9-085(085)075 PCN 20046  Stark, Billings and McKenzie Counties, North DakotaU.S. HIGHWAY 85

PA
GE

B-61
 NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION



Final Environmental Impact Statement & Record of Decision 
February 2019

I-94 Interchange to Watford City Bypass (McKenzie County Road 30)
Project 9-085(085)075 PCN 20046  Stark, Billings and McKenzie Counties, North Dakota U.S. HIGHWAY 85

PAGE

B-62
 

 
North Dakota Heritage Center • 612 East Boulevard Avenue, Bismarck, ND 58505-0830 • Phone: 701-328-2666 • Fax: 701-328-3710  

Email: histsoc@nd.gov • Web site: history.nd.gov • TTY: 1-800-366-6888 

Doug Burgum
Governor of North Dakota

North Dakota
State Historical Board

Terrance Rockstad
Bismarck - President

Gereld Gerntholz
Valley City - Vice President

H. Patrick Weir
Medora - Secretary

Albert I. Berger
Grand Forks

Calvin Grinnell
New Town

Steve C. Martens
Fargo

Daniel Stenberg
Watford City

Sara Otte Coleman
Director

Tourism Division

Kelly Schmidt
State Treasurer

Alvin A. Jaeger
Secretary of State

Melissa Baker
Director

Parks and Recreation 
Department

Thomas Sorel
Director

Department of 
Transportation

Claudia J. Berg
Director

Accredited by the
American Alliance

of Museums since 1986

April 16, 2018 
 
Jeani L. Borchert 
ETS Division 
NDDOT 
608 East Boulevard Avenue 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0700 
  
ND SHPO Ref.: 15-5622 NDDOT NH-9-085(085)075, PCN 20046, Highway 
85 in portions of [T140N R99W Sections 4, 5, 8, 9, 16, 17, 20, 21, 28, 29, 32 & 
33] [T141N R99W Sections 2 3 10 11 14 15 22 23 26 27 34 35] [T142N R99W 
Sections 2, 3, 10, 11, 14, 15, 22, 23, 26, 27, 34 & 35] [T143N R99W Sections 3, 
4, 9, 10, 15, 16, 21, 22, 27, 28, 34 & 35] [T144N R99W Sections 2, 11, 14, 15, 
21, 22, 27, 28, 33 & 34] [T145N R98W Sections 18, 19, 20, 28, 29, 32 & 33] 
[T145N R99W Sections 1, 2, 11, 12 & 13] [T146N R99W Sections 1, 2, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 23, 24, 25, 26, 35 & 36] [T147N R99W Sections 1, 2 11, 12, 13, 24, 25, 
26, 35 & 36] [T148N R99W Sections 3, 10, 11, 14, 15, 22, 23, 26, 27 & 35] 
[T149N R98W Sections 7, 18, 19, 30 & 31] & [T149N R99W Sections 12, 13, 
24, 25 & 36], Stark, Billings and McKenzie Counties, North Dakota 
 
Dear Ms. Borchert,  
 
We reviewed ND SHPO Ref.: 15-5622 NDDOT NH-9-085(085)075, PCN 20046, 
Highway 85 as specifically relates to the Theodore Roosevelt National Park North 
Unit entrance sign and we concur with a determination of “No Adverse Effect” 
for moving the sign to a new location that maintains the same distance and profile 
relative to the new road as it does to the current road. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review this project. If you have any questions 
please contact Lisa Steckler, Preservation Planner at (701) 328-3577, e-mail 
lsteckler@nd.gov 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Claudia J. Berg 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
(North Dakota)  
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