
Dealer Dashboard   

January 27th, 2023 
 

 

 
 
 

I. The 68th Legislative Assembly (2023) of North Dakota is now in session. Some proposed 
legislation that may be of interest to dealers includes:  
 

a. SB2111 – Would allow the certificate of title to be issued in electronic format. 
b. SB2141 – Would exempt auction fees from taxable purchase price.  
c. SB2193 – Would allow new and used dealers to sell motor powered recreational 
vehicles and trailers without the respective license for those vehicles.  
d. HB1223 – Would remove requirement of seller to deliver vehicle to reservation for tax 
exemption eligibility. 
e. HB1295 – Would require only one license plate to be displayed on rear of vehicle. 
f.  HB1336 – Would expand eligibility of volunteer plates to include search and rescue. 
 

II. The next Motor Vehicle Division (MVD) sponsored general dealer training class offered 
through Microsoft Teams is scheduled from 9AM-Noon on Wednesday February 15th. This 
class explains why and when we need various forms, how to populate them, and a plethora 
of paperwork tips. Registration information will be sent in a separate email. There is NO FEE 
to attend! 
 

III. Make sure you’re using the correct fee schedules. The 2023 fee and credit schedules are 
available on the NDDOT website.  

 

 
 

I. Any motor vehicle not having an advertised manufacturer’s weight shall pay a license fee 
based on the actual weight as determined by the director from satisfactory proofs submitted 
to the director (29-04-24 (NDCC)). Please submit a VIN specific scale ticket should you wish 
to challenge an assigned weight and resulting fees assigned by MVD.  

 
II. If a licensed dealer desired to move from the established place of business occupied when 

the license was granted to a new location, the licensee shall first secure permission to do 
so. In addition, dealers changing mailing address must notify Dealer Services in writing so 
we can update the account and ensure all correspondence is reaching its intended 
destination. Failure to communicate mailing address changes can result in delay or 
nondelivered time sensitive correspondence such as renewal notices, notices to respond, 
and bond cancellation notices. We also strongly encourage all dealers to communicate 
email address changes.  

 
 



 
 

I. Only one Tribal Claim for Tax Exemption (SFN 18085) is required when there are multiple 
owners, however, the relationship between owners must be documented on the form to 
determine if both are tax exempt. A separate form can always be submitted for each owner, 
if desired. Likewise, if a trade is in a related family member name, also document the 
relationship.  
 

II. Existing North Dakota plates are presumed to be transferred to a replacement vehicle 
unless the $5 duplicate plate fee is submitted for replacement plates. We recommend 
emphasizing the need for new plates with highlighter or a bold note on the application since 
this is less common and occasionally missed by a processor.  

 
III. An MCO for off-highway vehicle, such as the example below, frequently contains unusual 

model information. We encourage dealers to enter common model names (in this case, 
Sportsman) on the title application. Also, please note in the appropriate application field if 
the unit is a straddle, side by side, or dirt bike.  

 

 
 

IV. Off-highway vehicles and snowmobiles are not required to be registered when used 
exclusively on private property. We do recommend making a note on the application or 
completing the Statement of Fact (SFN 6068)) when registration is not requested. This 
removes the guesswork from our paperwork processors.  

 

 
 

 
 
Thank you! 
  
Dealer Services  
North Dakota Motor Vehicle Division 
mvds@nd.gov 
Phone: 701-328-1285 
Fax: 701-328-0314 
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I. The Motor Vehicle Division created the Used Motor Vehicle Certified Appraisal (SFN 62281) 
that can be used by dealers to provide market value estimates with supporting information 
for their customers. Use of this specific form is not mandatory; however, we request dealers 
using their own letterhead to provide the same information. Note, we are defining the 
minimum value of a passenger vehicle or truck to be $500 since the average vehicle weighs 
approximately 3000 pounds amounting to significant scrap metal value. An average vehicle 
will contain one ton of steel, 400 pounds of aluminum, 250 pounds of cast iron, 70 pounds of 
copper/brass, 9 pounds of zinc, and additional precious metals, particularly in the catalytic 
converter. Dealers retain the right to charge a fee for this optional service.  

 
II. The next Motor Vehicle Division (MVD) sponsored general dealer training class offered 

through Microsoft Teams is scheduled from 12:30-3:30pm CDT on Thursday May 18th. This 
class explains why and when we need various forms, how to populate them, and a plethora 
of paperwork tips. Registration information will be sent in a separate email. There is also a 
Leased Vehicle specific class on April 11th. There is NO FEE to attend any class! 
 

III. The 68th Legislative Assembly is in session. Please note that any pending legislation does 
not have legal force until the commencement date at some point after legislation is signed 
by the governor. We will pass along pertinent legislative changes that potentially impact 
dealers once the session is closed.  

 

 
 

I. Any time a special request or organization plate is renewed, or expiration date extended 
when transferred to a replacement vehicle, will have the special plate renewal fees due. This 
impacts most trade vehicles with special plates. If the new decal will be later than the 
existing decal, then the fees are due (e.g., existing 7/23 decal to a 02/24 decal).  
 

 
 



II. The old, embossed dealer plates are no longer valid and subject to confiscation by law 
enforcement and, if displayed, subject to administrative action by Dealer Services. Please 
contact Dealer Services should you need replacement plates. Replacement plates are only 
$5. Note that a replacement plate is merely replacing a missing plate from your existing 
roster of registered plates, and it takes approximately four weeks to receive the plate after 
the plate is ordered.  
 

III. The computation of tax on a qualifying motor vehicle lease (12 months or more on vehicles 
weighing less than 10,000 pounds) is strictly based by a proxy, the lease contract. In fact, 
the lease tax specific statute (57-40.3-02.1) doesn’t even mention a trade vehicle. As such, 
any trade vehicle, regardless of ownership, that is specifically accounted for in the net-trade 
section of the itemization of “how the amount due at signing will be paid” contained within 
the lease agreement, can be reflected on the Lease Tax Worksheet. This includes 
previously leased vehicles. We want to stress this quirk is very specific to newly leased 
vehicles and not for bona fide purchases where ownership is required to take advantage of 
trade value for tax purposes.  

 

 
 
 

 
 

I. Consider obtaining a Secure Power of Attorney for any trade vehicle, regardless of if you 
have the title or not. This is a very powerful document that allows a dealer to obtain a 
replacement title for the vehicle. This protects the dealer should a customer fail to hand over 
the title, hands over an invalid (not the most recent) title or obtains a duplicate on own 
accord to spite the dealer. All these scenarios have been reported to Dealer Services in the 
past year.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
Thank you! 
  
Dealer Services  
North Dakota Motor Vehicle Division 
 
Phone: 701-328-1285 
Fax: 701-328-0314 
 

 
 
 
 

 


