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Francis G. Ziegler, P.E.
Director

John Hoeven
Governor

February 2007

Dear North Dakotans:

In 2002, we published our statewide strategic transportation plan called, TransAction.
TransAction identified North Dakota’s transportation mission, vision, goals, and 16
initiatives that provided broad direction for the development of North Dakota’s
transportation system. Over the past four years we have made significant progress
toward achieving TransAction initiatives. However, it is important that we continue to
improve our transportation system and how it interfaces with the regional, national, and
global transportation systems so that our economy can grow, diversify, and offer more
choices and an improved quality of life.

Peter Drucker, the management theorist, once said, “The best way to predict the future
is to create it.” By building on the successes of TransAction and the broad direction
provided by TransAction II, we are creating a safer, more secure, more efficient
transportation system that offers optimum personal mobility and effective movement of
freight.

It is important to acknowledge that it would have been impossible to develop
TransAction II without the input and participation of many individuals and businesses.
We pledge to continue providing opportunities for meaningful input and participation in
planning the future of our transportation system. As TransAction represented the
beginning of a journey to improve our transportation system, TransAction II represents a
continuation of the journey. Please continue to share your thoughts and express your
suggestions; working together we can make a difference.

Sincerely,

John Hoeven Francis G. Ziegler, Director
Governor Department of Transportation
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Preface

TransAction II -- North Dakota’s Statewide Strategic Transportation Plan

North Dakota’s location in the center of North
America represents both challenges and op-
portunities. Our distance to both national and
international markets; high volume of agricul-
tural production, growing tourism and
manufacturing sectors; and an emerging role
as a preeminent producer of energy all re-
quire a safe, secure and efficient transporta-
tion system.

Many of the trends effecting transportation
that were considered in the development of
TransAction continue to exert an influence on
the development of TransAction II.1 Our pop-
ulation remains relatively stable; while be-
coming more diverse, older and urban. The
demand for greater levels of personal and
freight mobility continues to grow. Traditional
funding sources for transportation, primarily
gas taxes, are being affected by a growing
number of alternate fuel vehicles and im-
proved fuel efficiency. Fluctuating energy
costs, fuel surcharges and disruptions to en-
ergy supplies are affecting the reliability of
freight movements and the price of products.
Shuttle trains and the emergence of intermodal
and transload service foretell the future of rail
freight service. Trucking continues to grow,
meeting the increasing demand for door-to-
door reliability. Although small in
comparison to other modes, air
passenger and freight move-
ments are growing and provide
an important alternative for some

travelers and freight. There is an ever in-
creasing demand for transit service in both ur-
ban and rural areas. Non-motorized trans-
portation (bicycling and walking) is becoming
more popular while offering both a healthy
and cost effective alternative. And finally,
safety and security will remain foremost in the
minds of transportation providers and users.
The effect of these trends will be that the
transportation system (both infrastructure
and services) will continue to change and
evolve.

Like TransAction before it, TransAction II has
been developed to help us focus the use of
our resources and meet the ever-changing
and growing transportation needs and de-
mands of the state’s residents, visitors, and
businesses.

1 Throughout this document, TransAction refers to the plan published in 2002, TransAction II refers to the statewide
strategic transportation policy plan published in 2007.


