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I-13.01  FHWA/NDDOT Partnership Agreement 
 
Following is a copy of the Partnership Agreement between the FHWA, North Dakota Division, 
and NDDOT which outlines FHWA oversight on federal-aid projects in North Dakota. See 
Appendix IB13 A. 
 
I-13.02  FHWA Involvement in Design Program 
 
To increase involvement and input in early project planning, NDDOT has implemented a “Pre-
Concept Report Briefing” process.  In response to NDDOT’s request, FHWA participates in this 
new pre-concept planning technique for projects in which FHWA retains full involvement in 
accordance with the TEA 21 flexibilities exercised by NDDOT.  This allows us to get a better 
understanding of early conceptual project planning and design considerations, and to participate 
in that transition zone between the transportation planning process and the earliest stage of plan 
development.  It will also provide FHWA with an opportunity for early input into the design 
considerations/parameters.  This process will tie in with the long-range planning and 
management systems as a means of selecting projects.  We view this new NDDOT-initiated 
process with our anticipation as an important step toward improving our partnership association 
and cooperation in joint stewardship. 
 
On NHS projects, periodic in-depth PR/PE’s may be undertaken should problems arise.  These 
reviews will be scheduled under the Supplemental Annual Stewardship Plan Element and will 
concentrate on design standards, as well as design exceptions, that NDDOT may select.  Other 
elements, such as pavements, structures, safety, materials, construction zone signing, and 
utilities, may be selected for review.  In addition, NDDOT’s internal plan development and 
review process of these projects would also be included. 
 
NHS projects less than $3,000,000 and non-NHS projects are exempt from FHWA involvement 
in the design process.  The Division conducts only limited checks for eligibility and limits 
involvement in design to issues directly related to environmental determinations and response to 
NDDOT requests for technical assistance. 
 
FHWA operations staff will continue being involved on a programmatic basis in other elements 
of design irrespective of NDDOT’s exemption of certain projects.  Examples of this involvement 
include pavement design, hydraulic design, and specification development. 
 
FHWA will ensure that appropriate NDDOT personnel are informed of changes to Federal 
requirements; innovative processes, procedures, and equipment; and technological advances 
which may affect the design process and would result in a better product. 
 
FHWA will continue to promote and participate in design-related training. 
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I-13.03  Interaction Chart 
 
Following is a chart showing the various levels of FHWA involvement in the NDDOT design 
process. See Appendix IB13. 
 


